WISE  MEN SHOULD  GOME TO THE EAST         2 7
Sadhti stayed with us for a week and made a great
impression on Bow folk. He had a real spiritual
power and a wealth of experience gathered not only
on lonely pilgrimages along robber-infested roads,
where hunger, tempest and cold attacked Mm, but
in the world of business too, where evil was just as
real, though camouflaged by the politeness of
society.
One Wednesday afternoon ah .Indian couple
came to our Women's meeting. My heart sank
when I heard that they were sent to me by a very
high official representing India in this country.
Why should they just happen to come to-day? I
asked myself. This afternoon's programme would
surely and effectively damp down any enthusiasm
for Kingsley Hall that might be developing in
Government circles. Should I tell Mrs. Ridgwell
to keep silent and postpone her carefully prepared
little speech until next week? I put the tempta-
tion sternly away from me, gritted my teeth and
called upon this member of ours5 this wise, experi-
enced East End mother, to give the report of her
doings on the previous Saturday.
She told the meeting how some sixty friends, men
aad women, had decided to go to the Royal Air
Force display at Hendon and make their witness
against war; how she and many Kingsley Hal
people had taken leaflets and distributed them
among the hundred thousand people assembled
there to watch the sport; how dozens of speeches
had been delivered to the spectators, calling upon
them to think out things more carefully.. It had